
September 2016 

 

Choir Returning to 

Worship 

   Do you like to sing?  

Does it give you a  

creative feeling and 

make you feel more 

spiritually alive?   Yes?  

Then consider singing 

in our church choir.   

Simply put, it is another 

group in our church life 

where there is a lot of 

energy, and it is not 

only a joy for those 

who sing, but for those 

of us who listen as 

well.    

    This year our choir 

will begin singing in 

worship again on  

Sunday, September 

18th.  

   Our first practice 

for the choir will start 

on Thursday,  

September 15th at 

7:00 p.m.   If you 

would like to join or 

have questions contact 

the Director, Richard 

Crawley at 

song2spare@gmail. 

com (or call the church  

office 732-6518). 
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 Reverend P. Arthur Brindisi, the longtime 

Pastor Emeritus of Westminster Presbyterian 

Church, died peacefully on July 30, 2016, at 99 

years of age.  For 28 years he pastored here in Utica 

and, after retirement, he continued serving churches 

in the western portion of our Presbytery.     
 

 On Monday, August 8, we celebrated his life 

in the sanctuary he loved here at Westminster 

Moriah Olivet Presbyterian Church.   Then he was laid to rest in Forest 

Hill Cemetery at Westminster Gardens, a section of the cemetery that he 

helped the church develop.   

For many people in our church and the community, Rev. Brindisi’s 

death represents the passing of an era. Many fond memories and relation-

ships were connected with him and his ministry.  But even though it is a 

significant event, Rev. Brindisi himself wanted to be sure that our focus 

would be upon the great promises of the future that are ours in Christ Je-

sus.  During his service, we read Scriptures that he had picked out him-

self—scriptures that spoke unmistakably of the hope of the Resurrection 

in Jesus Christ.   

If Rev. Brindisi were to choose a legacy, it would be that we would 

remember his confident hope in the promises of God.  And so we will.   

 Included in this newsletter is one tribute to his life written by a 

dear friend Robert H. Brown of Crystal River, Florida.   In it you will 

hear some of the reasons why Rev. Brindisi was beloved by many.  
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EULOGY FOR P. ARTHUR BRINDISI                                                                                       By Robert Brown 

 

Here’s your chance – you can win! 

Keep the faith and don’t give in! 

Time to make your dreams come true! 

Take that step- It’s up to you! 

                                                                           Anonymous 

 

That short verse, I think, just about sums up Pat Brindisi’s attitude toward life.  I first met Pat way back 

in 1953 when he arrived in Utica to fill the pulpit of Westminster Presbyterian church. He arrived with a wife 

and two small kids and about twenty years of preaching experience. He was coming from a small church down 

on the Hudson, to take on the woes of a downtown church which had just gone through the experience of two or 

three interim ministers, a church congregation which needed strong guidance along with a plan for commitment 

and growth. 

I grew up under the programs of Westminster, from baptism to Westminster Fellowship to Christian 

Ed. Chairman, to serving as a deacon and under Pat’s guidance, was later ordained an Elder.  I was familiar with 

the programs and knew the facility.  I thought I might be helpful to the new Pastor.  As it turned out, Pat and I 

became fast friends right away.  My late wife, Bessie, and Pat’s wife Vee, were a lot alike in temperament, quiet 

and always in the background but ready and able to help when needed.  Our children were of nearly the same 

ages, two for them and three for me, so our families were faced with similar up bringing problems. 

 It was soon quite apparent that Pat was a hustler. I had better not use that word. The connotation is not 

good.  He was a “go getter.”  He would not require anyone to do something that he would not do himself.  He 

was in the middle of everything.  There were many snowy Sunday mornings when he could be seen shoveling 

the walk if the super had not accomplished it to his liking.  When the church had - coal fired boilers for heat, he 

might be in the boiler room stoking the fires.  At Christmas time he went to the woods to chop down a tree for 

the sanctuary. And, for all of the wild and wicked weather Utica had to offer during the snowy winter months, 

there was never, ever, a Sunday that a service was not held.   

It was some time after I had come to know Pat that I learned of his history as a young man and his en-

try into the ministry.  Briefly, he started life as a farm boy with his Italian father exerting the “old world” custom 

of expectation for the eldest son to work with his father.  But Pat’s yearning for learning and his proficiency in 

school forced him to disobey his fathers’ wishes and enter college.  It was through the largesse of some lawyer 

friends that Pat was able to enter college to pursue a career in law.  But something happened and a still, small 

voice urged him to forsake a career as a lawyer and pursue a religious path.  When he revealed this, the support 

from the lawyers was ended and, worse than that, his Catholic father practically disowned him. 

The rest is a history of determination and accomplishment.  Pat graduated from Princeton Seminary 

and began his long, wonderful and successful trip along a road of preaching the gospel for all to hear.  Under his 

leadership, Westminster prospered and became a model for and the envy of the churches in the Utica area.  We 

were active and accomplishing. 

 

Cont. on back... 



Pat was not all work, he loved to have a good time, enjoyed a good joke and there were some laugh-

able incidents. I recall the Sunday morning during one Christmas season when one of the candles on the Advent 

wreath ignited the plastic wreath and we had to dash about with splashes of water to douse it; and there was the 

Easter Sunday when Pat had placed among the flowers in the front of the church, caged canaries whose songs 

almost overpowered his sermon.  And there was the time he related the incident which had taken place one eve-

ning at his supper table: his son, Allen, had been scolded for not washing his hands before sitting down to the 

table and was ordered to perform that act of cleanliness.  As young Allen, six or so, departed the room, he was 

heard to mutter, “Jesus and germs, germs and Jesus, that’s all you hear around here and you can’t see either one 

of them.” 

Pat created a loving and dedicated congregation for 28 years before he retired.  Unfortunately, a few 

years after retiring, he lost his first wife of forty some years to the ravages of cancer.  He continued to serve the 

community, for a number of years, as the director of Human Relations for the city of Utica.  During this in-

terim, he was fortunate enough to find a loving helpmate who claimed his heart and became his second wife.   

Finally, the warmth and sunshine of the south beckoned, and they took up part time residence in Flor-

ida.  The traveling between two households gradually took its’ toll and Florida became their full time home.  

The next nine years were spent reveling in and enjoying the year round summer climate but a series of health 

problems, the loss of his son who had also elected to carry the torch of faith, and the yearning for the presence 

of family, urged them to return, once more, to the northern climes, to spend their time amongst those familiar 

places which had been the scenes of precious memories. 

So, I will miss my dear friend P. Arthur Brindisi.  He became my mentor from the first time I met him.  

Under his tutelage I became a more accomplished speaker, having spent many Sunday mornings standing at the 

lectern, giving the call to worship or the scripture lesson. We enjoyed a special work relation.  I tried to make it 

a practice to once a week stop by the Manse, on Genesee Street, and spend an hour or so with him in his study.  

A preacher carries the burden of the worries and cares of his congregation without the luxury of having some-

one listen to his problems.  Oh I know, we are admonished to take our problems to the Lord, but it is comfort-

ing and revealing to have another human being to use as a sounding board.  So we would have a discussion con-

cerning some anonymous persons’ problem. I like to feel that I gave Pat some help at those times for his deci-

sions, when I was a part of those discussions. 

Here is a quote from Pat, in his own words:  “I was asked to give a summary of what I believe in in 

one sentence.  Here it is:  By faith imparted to me by a gracious God, I believe that God so loved humans that 

He sent His only Son, Jesus the Christ, onto planet earth by way of the womb of a virgin, Mary, to reveal who 

God is, what God does, and what God expects of humans.” 

His life was an endeavor to see that all of those lives he touched were in tune with God.  So I say, 

“Good bye” to the last of my longtime friends. May he rest in peace and be long remembered.  
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LITURGISTS 

 

Sept.   4 Kathy Hughes 

 11 Steve Wormwood 

 18 Joan Silvernail 

 25 Letty Umidi 

 

COMMUNION SET UP 

 

 Sept. 4   Linda Walters & June Taylor 

 

COMMUNION SERVERS 

 

 Sept. 4 Caroline Barringer 

   Jim Farr 

   Douglas Peters 

   Helen Yahoudy 

 

Book Discussion Group  

“The Light Between Two Oceans” 

by M.L. Stedman  

                   Monday, September 26th  

                  6:30 PM @ Acacia Village 

       Books are available in the church office. 

Coffee Hour Schedule 
 

September 4:  

September 11:  Westminster Guild  

September 18  

September 25:   

October 2:    

October 9:   Westminster Guild  

October 16:  

October 23: 

October 30: 
 

Please consider hosting a coffee hour on a 

Sunday.  To sign up either use the sign up 

sheet in the dining room on an Sunday or by 

calling the church office at 732-6518.     

 

The W.M.O Game Night Group 

Friday, September 23rd  

6 to 9 PM  

In the church’s recently renovated dining room   

This group meets monthly, usually on the last Friday 

of the month. Everyone is welcome to attend. Call 

Caroline Barringer at 733-5016 for more information.  

    

Women’s Bible StudyWomen’s Bible StudyWomen’s Bible StudyWomen’s Bible Study    

  Saturday, September 17th Saturday, September 17th Saturday, September 17th Saturday, September 17th     

9:00 AM @ Panera’s 9:00 AM @ Panera’s 9:00 AM @ Panera’s 9:00 AM @ Panera’s  

                

All women are welcome to attend.   

Contact Letty Umidi or Mary Collis for details. 

    

    

    

    

    

Westminster Guild DinnerWestminster Guild DinnerWestminster Guild DinnerWestminster Guild Dinner    

Wednesday, September 28th 

@ Pat Selbach - 7:30 PM 

Characteristic Gifts 



PRAYER CONCERNS 

Church Community News                                                               Page 5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SeptemberSeptemberSeptemberSeptember    
 

2 Letty Umidi 

3 Linda Scotellaro 

 Stephanie Wormwood 

5 Janet Allodi  

6 Herbert Clarke 

8 Marco Allodi   

13 Patricia Selbach  

17  Patty Cecilia  

19  Jason Mauthe 

 Ally Lebo 

20 Sally Harvey 

21 Alan Frederick 

22 Sandra DeSarro 

23 Trena Fisher 

26 Laurie Turnbull 

 Matthew Cioni 

28 Michael Scotellaro, III 

 Florence Shumway    

    

    

    

    
    

SeptemberSeptemberSeptemberSeptember    

Patricia & Roger Williams - 9/6 

Judy & Bill Parry - 9/19 

Carol & Bill Bandych -  9/24/1977 

Carolyn & Howard Bushinger - 9/26 

Della & Jerry Williams - 9/29 

Letty & Bob Umidi -  9/30/1978 

 

 
 

St. David’s Society  

Awards Scholarships 
 

Avery R. Jones, daughter of 

Gwynn Jones of Rome is start-

ing her second year at SUNY 

Canton in it’s dental hygiene 

program 

 

Rebecca Williams of Clinton, 

daughter of Jay Williams III 

and Lillian Williams, will be 

starting her second year at 

Hamilton College as a history 

major. 

Prayer List   
 

 Nursing Home: 
 

Ruth Weatherup - Eastern Star 

Home,  

Marion Roberts - Masonic Home 

& Health Facility 

Ann DiNicola - Saranac Unit, 

Masonic Home 
 

 

At Home: 

Shirley Jones - Georgia  

Dan Cottrill  

Rose Emma 

Florence & David Shumway 

Dick Peters  

Duane Roberts  

Sally Harvey  

Lois Reynolds  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Whenever making out checks to 

the church please make  

them payable to: Westminster 

Moriah Olivet Church. 

Thank-you. 

 

Men’s Breakfast 

Thursday, Sept. 22nd  

9:00 AM  

      @ Raspberries Restaurant 

              2634 Genesee St. Utica  
 

      All men are invited to attend.  

 If you need a ride,  

call the church 732-6518. 

September Meetings 
 

Deacons’ & Session  

Meetings 

Sun., Sept. 11 @ Noon 



ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

September 2016 

Deadline for October’s Newsletter: September 21st  

    September Schedule September Schedule September Schedule September Schedule     
    

5th                        Labor Day - Church Office Closed 

11th                                 Deacons’ Meeting                             Noon 

11th                                  Session Meeting                               Noon 

17th                    Women’s Bible Study @ Panera’s                 9 AM 

18th                     Guest Preacher — Larry Beasley  

22nd         Men’s Breakfast @ Raspberries — Genesee St.        9 AM 

23rd                WMO Game Night in the dining room            6 PM 

28th        Westminster Guild @ Maggie William’s Home   7:30 PM 

 

 

 

Westminster Moriah Olivet Presbyterian ChurchWestminster Moriah Olivet Presbyterian ChurchWestminster Moriah Olivet Presbyterian ChurchWestminster Moriah Olivet Presbyterian Church    

 714 Washington Street, Utica, NY 13502 

Office Phone (315) 732-6518   Fax (315) 732-6599 

Sunday Worship Services 10:30 Sunday Worship Services 10:30 Sunday Worship Services 10:30 Sunday Worship Services 10:30  

September 5th 

WESTMINSTER MORIAH OLIVET PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

        714 Washington Street, Utica, New York 13502  


