
“Breaking Through Normal”  Luke 4:21-30 

 Humans are creatures of habit.  We like predictability and normal 

routines.  They create a sense of comfort. They help us know where we 

stand -- who we can trust, who are our friends or, are not our friends. Jesus 

being in the town of Nazareth felt very normal.  In his home town people 

remembered him and his parents.  Yes, he had gone away and had 

developed a reputation for doing great deeds; but in Nazareth he would 

always just be “Jesus, Joseph’s son.”   

On this Sabbath he was honored to read the scroll from Isaiah in 

synagogue, a great passage of Scripture where the prophet speaks a 

message of jubilee: the joyful day when God brings freedom for the 

oppressed, healing for the blind, good news to the poor and the release of 

captives.  Those who heard Jesus read it were impressed and proud of their 

home town celebrity.  And as we read the first part of this narrative we 

find ourselves wishing the affirmation and good will could keep going. 

But that doesn’t seem to be what Jesus wanted to accomplish.  It almost 

seems he was picking a fight.  Basking in popular acclaim would be too 

normal for Jesus.  What happens next is as much a shock to us as it was to 

the townspeople.  After reading the Scripture, Jesus begins to interpret and 

apply it, but in a way that threatens his listener’s normal beliefs.   You see, 

they thought of themselves as special, even as God’s preferred people on 

earth – with the true religion.  And of course, they were the town that had 

produced this “man of God.”  So, if God was about to fulfill the great 

promises spoken centuries before through Isaiah; if as Jesus said “the year 

of the Lord’s favor,” was about to dawn, then certainly they should be first 

in line for its blessings.  That was just a normal assumption—not to be 

questioned.    But in fact Jesus does question it and says something quite 

different.   

First of all, he tells them that they’re not even capable of hearing his 

prophetic message.  As he puts it, “A prophet is not without honor, except 

in his own home town.”  Unfortunately, when a message challenges our 



normal assumptions too much, we look for ways to deflect or deny it.  And 

Jesus predicts they will follow this typical pattern in history.  Instead of 

opening themselves to his message that challenges them, they look instead 

at the messenger and say, who are you to critique us?  We knew you when 

you were just a kid.  This town made you, so you have no right to question 

us.  This is not simply a case of “familiarity breeds contempt.” No, it is 

more a reaction to Jesus challenging their understandings of God and of 

their lives, especially the assumptions where they think of themselves as 

better than others.  

So, after predicting that they won’t even listen to his message, the 

second thing Jesus does is to drive his point home with two illustrations 

from the Old Testament that insult his listeners.  One was about the widow 

at Zarephath in Sidon and the other was about Naaman the Syrian.  Both 

of these people were non Jews, outsiders, considered enemies by the 

people hearing Jesus.  Both were in desperate situations and both received 

God’s special help and blessing. God rescued these people who weren’t 

even on the list of worthwhile people to the townsfolk of Nazareth.  In our 

day it could be refugees in need of rescue with their children as they cross 

treacherous seas.   

Now, all of a suddenly Jesus has really got their attention with his 

strange ideas critical of his own people.  To suggest that God’s mercy and 

blessing would go to other people rather than them it abnormal and 

perverted thinking.  And such talk sparks not only displeasure, but flat out 

anger that develops into rage, and even mob violence, as they attempt to 

kill Jesus.  But the time for him to be a scapegoated victim had not yet 

come.  This was only a precursor of what would happen a few years later 

when Jesus would challenge the normal thinking in Jerusalem.  And so 

“he passed through the midst of them and went on his way.” 

So why did he do it?  Why did Jesus seem to provoke his own 

hometown?  Why not just make nice and say things to make them feel 

good?  Why?  As one writer puts it, “I think it was because he knew 



something bigger now, something grander and more urgent. He knew too 

well the small compass of his own people's understanding, and how they 

assume that their own little lives are at the center of the wide world. They 

didn’t see the world he knows, the urgency and reality of God's dominion 

elsewhere.”   And I would add that ultimately what seemed like rudeness 

on his part, came from a place of love for his own people.  Because he 

knew and loved them, he wanted them to join him in that future place that 

God was proclaiming through him—that place of jubilee for all people, 

especially those who have been pushed to the side by those who think 

themselves more deserving.   It’s normal to develop such ideas.  We all do 

it in one way or another.  That’s why the biggest gift that God could ever 

give us was to send his son into the world so that he could help us break 

through what is normal human behavior and discover who we can become 

with Jesus Christ.  May he, and his message, be honored in this place and 

in our hearts as his true home.  Amen.  

 

 


