
 “Come Holy Spirit” 

In the primitive world it was believed that the universe had three 

levels:  heaven above us where God or the gods existed; the earth in the 

middle where we live; and a kind of underworld below us that was a vague 

and shadowy kind of existence.  So in our Genesis passage today it says 

that, “The Lord came down to see the city and the tower, which mortals 

had built.”  Have you ever wondered where God is and where we are in 

relation to God?   Because of our developing scientific understanding we 

no longer believe in a three-tiered universe with its God “up there.”  But 

as someone put it, we still feel ourselves to be at “an infinite distance from 

God.”  In other words, we still know that we are finite and limited and, 

yes, even sinful; and that God is far removed in power, glory and holiness. 

This feeling of “distance” from the source of life, our Creator, can be 

difficult.  On a good day it can create a longing within us to get closer to 

God, but in weaker moments it can cause us to act foolishly in trying to 

overcome it.    You get this feeling from the story of the “Tower of Babel” 

in which humans are described as wanting to build a tower with its top in 

the heavens and to “make a name for ourselves.”  It seems that humans, 

from the very beginning, have wanted to overcome the distance between 

ourselves and the divine. But rather than looking to God to show us how, 

we take things into our own hands. Now, no doubt, so much of the human 

enterprise has been good and creative.  But so much of it has also been 

driven by our darker forces of fear and greed and our desires for earthly 

power and glory. As much as God might have wished that human beings 

would work for the common good, God saw from the beginning that 

darker forces within us required some limits on human power.  So, as the 

story goes, language was confused and people were scattered across the 

face of the earth.  

 But today, on Pentecost Sunday, there is Good News: with eyes of 

faith it is possible to see how God overcomes this distance between us, 

and will, in the end, so completely embrace us, that all longing and all 



anxiety will resolve into joyful experience of love divine, all loves 

excelling.  

 Consider this: the Feast of Pentecost is the Jewish holiday that 

commemorates when God’s prophet Moses came down from Mt. Sinai in 

the wilderness with the tablets of the 10 Commands given by God to 

instruct his people how to live joyfully and faithfully in a covenant 

relationship with God.   “I will be your God, and you shall be my people,” 

said the Lord.  And so, to this day, living a living of obedience to the 

commands of God is at the heart of Jewish faith.  It is how they walk with 

God righteously upon the earth.  It is how they experience God in their 

work and in their play, in their joys and in their suffering.  Christians have 

sometimes mistakenly misunderstood their reverence for the Law as 

legalistic and therefore an inferior way to relate to God.  But on the day of 

Pentecost Jews are thankful that they Law was given to them as a gift from 

God making it possible to show their appreciation to God each and every 

day, not only having faith, but living their faith by their works.   

 For Christians, the experience of Pentecost is a different way in 

which God overcomes the distance between us.  We are given the Holy 

Spirit of God who Jesus said, “I will ask the Father, and he will give you 

another Advocate, to be with you forever. I will not leave you orphaned; I 

am coming to you. The Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my 

name, will teach you everything, and remind you of all that I have said to 

you.” So, even though Jesus as the Word of God who was made flesh and 

dwelt among us, is no longer upon this earth in the flesh, we still know 

him, as Paul said, by the Holy Spirit who is given with power to the 

Church on Pentecost.  This Holy Spirit of God is the Spirit of Christ.  And 

how close is this Spirit?  Close enough to say that the Spirit dwells within 

us.  That’s very close.  Close enough to say that Spirit prays to God 

through us, with “groan too deep to utter.”  That’s very close.  Close 

enough to give us a peace and comfort that “surpasses all human 

understanding and guards our hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.” That’s 



very close.  Close enough to give us courage to speak truth to power on 

behalf of justice, or to dream God’s dreams for people we know and love, 

or even the human race as a whole.  For “God declares, I will pour out my 

Spirit upon all flesh.”  And that’s very close.  And close enough to raise us 

up on the final day even as Jesus was raised from the dead by the power of 

the Holy Spirit.  That’s very close indeed!    

There are many other ways in which the gift of the Holy Spirit closes 

the distance between the ancient God “up there” and our lives right here, 

with all of challenges and need for hope.   God in you and me is, 

according to Scripture, the hope of glory—not the human glory sought at 

the tower of babel and beyond, but a better glory that will someday be 

revealed in you and me.  The glory of God in us. Amen.   


