
“Don’t Loose Heart” 

 

Having faith is not just a onetime act in which you say a prayer or 

stand in front of a church and say “I believe.”  Having faith is a day by day 

challenge to trust in the promises of God for our lives.  But as we all 

know, God’s promises often seem like they are delayed in coming to 

fulfillment.  We wait in hope.  And for many promises, the waiting seems 

to never end. One of the big struggles of faith for the early Church must 

have been the delay in the coming of God’s kingdom led by the return of 

Jesus Christ.  Today, we struggle to have faith in promises that seem far 

off as well—things that God has promised for our lives and our world. 

Peace, security, harmony among people. And so it is, in trying to live lives 

of faith in God’s promises we must persevere in faith. But along the way, 

there is always the danger of losing heart.   

Losing heart happens when we begin to think that our faith is a 

fantasy, that there really is no one who cares about us or the fate of the 

world, that no one is on our side or on the side of the weak or the victim.  

Losing heart occurs when we feel like we’re alone.  

Now in the effort to not lose heart, some struggle harder than others. 

Some have more problems or heartache to deal with than most.   In the 

Bible, the widow is often mentioned as a prime example. There were few 

forms of financial support for widows, and they were often victimized by 

heartless people.  So wanting to tell a parable about not losing heart, Jesus 

naturally thinks of the widow as an example.  The widow was being 

unjustly victimized by some opponent.  (Perhaps someone who was trying 

to make her pay debts that her husband had built up. We don’t know the 

circumstance but we know it was a matter of justice.)  So she pleaded her 

case to a judge, asking for vindication. The problem, however, is that this 

was an unrighteous judge who could care less about her plight.  And yet 

she persisted until the judge finally acted on her behalf, not because he 

cared for justice or her, but because she wore him down and he wanted to 

be free from her persistence.  This widow did not lose heart, even against 

terrible odds.  

Now the pivot in the parable comes at verse 7 where Jesus says, “And 

will not God grant justice to his chosen ones who cry to him day and 



night? Will he delay long in helping them?”  At first it seems kind of 

strange to compare God in any way to this unrighteous judge, but it makes 

sense when you realize that the writer is using a technique that is typical of 

mid-eastern culture.  By showing that even an unrighteous judge can be 

forced to act righteously by the perseverance of the widow, it is that much 

more impressive then say, “how much more will our righteous and 

compassionate God act quickly on behalf of his own children who cry out 

to him.”  This judge feels nothing for this woman, no compassion or 

concern.  And yet he acts on her behalf. So, just imagine, how a God who 

so loved the world that he sent his only son, how this compassionate and 

just judge desires to stand by our side in this life.  Just imagine it!  Take 

time to meditate on it!  Think about the empathy of the “God with us” that 

we have come to know and love in the person and work of Jesus Christ.  

Because of Jesus Christ, God is no stranger.  God is by our side, with us 

and for us.  And God chooses to be this, to be with us.  God is not driven 

by necessity or by annoyance but by God’s own love for us.  And this love 

insures that God continues to be by our side through it all, forever.  So, if a 

judge who does not care will do this for a widow woman, then how much 

more will God, who loves justice and care for us, do for his people?   

Friends, when it feels like our prayers receive only silence from the 

heavens, what will we do?  What is our response to the delay of promises? 

Shall we despair?  Should we look for easy answers somewhere else?  

Should we abandon hope and confidence in God?  Or shall we wait 

patiently for the real answers that faith alone give?  Do not lose heart.  

God hears and cares and acts on our behalf.   

So having faith is not just a matter of saying a prayer or standing up 

in front of a church and saying “I believe.”  It’s a daily struggle to trust in 

the promises of God without losing heart.  Faith must be won each day.  

And that’s why Jesus concludes the parable with a skewering question. 

"When the Son of Man does come, will he find faith on earth?" As one 

writer asks: “Will our hearts still be open to receive the answer we've 

sought for so long?” By God’s grace, may we say deep down, “Yes, and 

Amen,” and “Even so, come Lord Jesus.” 


