
“Jesus Christ came to save sinners” Psalm 14;  1 Timothy 1:12-17 

 

When we speak of God’s mercy and grace, we do it so easily that we 

risk taking it for granted.  But if we spend a few moments with Psalm 14 

and 1 Timothy, we might renew our appreciation for the depths and the 

riches of God’s mercy and grace toward us.  To that end, these will be 

moments well spent.  

Here is a secret to understanding the depths of God’s mercy and 

grace: we must look honestly at our own capacity for sin. For only by 

understanding the contrast between our problem and God’s solution; 

between our sad reality and God’s hopeful remedy, are we able to properly 

appreciate God’s mercy and grace.   

Both the Psalmist and the Apostle Paul understood the hard truth that 

human beings are capable of abominable deeds.  Today, 15 years later, the 

horror of 911 still lingers in our memories.  Sadly, since then, many fresh 

deeds of violence have occurred, and tomorrow who knows what else?  

Kim Jon Il of North Korea seems to illustrate the person in the first verse 

of our Psalm “Fools say in their hearts, “There is no God.”  Here the 

Psalmist is not describing atheists in the modern sense, like people who 

have intellectually concluded there is no God.  Rather, in the time of the 

OT this description referred to people who live and act as if God does not 

see them or will not judge them for what they do.   But the Psalmist makes 

clear that God does see and God will judge.  But what all of us must 

struggle with is the truth of verse 2 in the Psalm.  “When God looks down 

from heaven on humankind to see if there are any who are wise and seek 

God. . .” sadly God sees that all humans have gone astray, no one is 

without sin.  Humans everywhere live this endless capacity for sin, which 

harms others and ultimately harms us all.  But, to make his point more 

clearly, the Psalmist moves on to a particular kind of people who God 

identifies for judgment: those “who eat up my people as they eat bread,” 

those who “confound the plans of the poor.”    So there is an interesting 

and difficult twist in this Psalm: On the one hand it singles out for 

judgment, ruthless people who victimize the weakest among us, especially 

the poor.  But the Psalm lets none of us off the hook. It reminds me that I 



too, along with all of humankind ‘am capable of and participate in what is 

wrong.   This is a terrible diagnosis.  One might think God would just give 

up.  But, as in the days of Noah and throughout biblical history, glimpses 

of gospel hope shine.  Even in Psalm 14 there are words of hopeful 

redemption when we hear that the Lord is the refugee of the victims and is 

in the company of the righteous.    

But all of this seems to beg the question: how does this mercy and 

grace find people if all of us are sinners? Shouldn’t our portion be 

judgment?  The answer (as the Apostle Paul discovered) is this: mercy 

finds us in the “grace of the Lord that overflows for us in Christ Jesus.”   

(1 Timothy 1:14).  Jesus Christ, who identified with the poor and who was 

himself the victim of human sin came into the world to save sinners and 

Paul, with his background as a violent persecutor of the early church is, 

perhaps, as good an example as can be found of God’s grace and mercy.  

In v. 15 of 1 Timothy he says, “15The saying is sure and worthy of full 

acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners—of 

whom I am the foremost.”  So, if God’s grace could be shown to someone 

like Paul, through the love of Christ, then maybe we too can drink from 

this fountain of grace and mercy.  Is it’s overflow enough for us?  As 

individuals, or as members of the whole human race, with all our failings, 

are we invited to receive such mercy and be sustained by such grace?   

Faith whispers “yes” to these questions, deep within us. For if we grasp 

how God’s love overcomes our sin, then we see a glimpse of God’s true 

nature as mercy and grace itself.  Such understanding, such faith seeking 

deeper understanding, is what moves us to expressions of worship like 

Paul’s who ends our text with these words of doxology: “17Now unto the 

King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only wise God, be honor and glory 

forever and ever. Amen.” Such worship comes from a heart that has been 

overwhelmed by grace, mercy and love.  Anyone who has ever been 

moved to such worship can never take the mercy and grace of God for 

granted again.   

Yes, today, we are still part of a very sinful world, a world partly of 

our own making.  But we too can be grateful that Jesus Christ came to 



save us; and that God’s mercy and grace will be our portion, both now and 

forever.   Thanks be to God.  Amen.  


