
“Sovereign Lord”  Psalm 96 and Acts 4:23-37  

Today is Christ the King Sunday, the last day of the church calendar year.  

This is where we end up: declaring that Jesus Christ is our King.   This is 

also the Sunday before Thanksgiving, an important holiday that always 

encourages to acknowledge the goodness of God in providing for our 

needs.   Now I believe these two days, Christ the King and Thanksgiving 

come together significantly, especially this year.  Let’s look at the 

Scriptures to see how.  

First, Scripture makes clear that: There is a true King.  Long before 

Jesus, people of faith believed that God is the true king who judges the 

world with equity.  In Psalm 96:10 we read, “Say among the nations, “The 

Lord is king!” The world is firmly established; it shall never be moved.  

He will judge the peoples with equity.”  This king should be “revered 

above all gods, because all the gods of the peoples are idols.” So yes, 

there is a true King above all earthly kings.   Even when it did not seem 

like it, even when human kings struggled for power and seem to have no 

regard for the true King, even then, God’s people knew, they were not 

fooled.  Human kings can be an illusion, a vain attempt to mimic God’s 

power and justice.  The ways in which human kings grab the reins of 

power to control the future is often judged in the scripture as idolatry.  At 

the root of idolatry is the worship of the self or of desires other than the 

one true God. And this is, of course, a defiance of the very first command 

of God that, “I am the Lord thy God, and thou shalt have no other gods 

before me.”   Yes, there have been many times in the past when God has 

judged human kings who sought their own glory rather than humble 

themselves before the true King. And God can still bring a harsh 

reckoning to kings and kingdoms that don’t act justly today.  But here is 

good news:  God patiently waits for us to grow and to learn to put away 

our idols, and to acknowledge this truth – that God along is the righteous,  

good, and true King that we should honor.  On this, scripture is clear.  



Now a second thing that scripture makes clear is this:  not only is 

there a true King, but this King is on the throne of the world.  It’s one 

thing to say the God is King of some hopeful ideal world, (maybe the king 

on a throne in heaven) but that’s not what Scripture declares.  Scripture 

teaches that this King is on the throne of this world now, our world, 

yours and mine.  God is in control!  This is good to know. In the book of 

Acts Peter and the disciples have just come from jail for preaching that 

Jesus Christ is risen and that he is Lord and King.  They were probably 

wondering whether they would wind up like Jesus, nailed to a cross.  The 

chief priests and elders of the law had warned them to stop their preaching 

and healing in the name of Jesus.  But when they meet up with their 

friends, their courage returned and they break out into a prayer of 

thanksgiving saying, “Sovereign Lord, who made heaven and earth. . . ‘  

Sovereign Lord, that’s not just some title. It describes something very 

important for us.  To call God sovereign is to say that God is in on the 

throne of this world.  God is in control.  That’s what sovereignty means.  

So no matter how uncertain or even scary life in this world can get, we can 

know that all things are still under the watch care of God who made the 

world and has promised to bring all things in heaven and earth together 

under the Lordship of his Son, our Savior and King, Jesus Christ.  How 

should this make us feel?  To know that events big and small—world 

events, or my own personal concerns, are part of God’s larger plan to lead 

us by love to a better future.   This is what Peter claims in his prayer when 

he quotes the scripture that says, “Why did the Gentiles rage, and the 

peoples imagine vain things? 26 The kings of the earth took their stand, and 

the rulers have gathered together against the Lord and against his 

Messiah.”  Peter went through the worst thing that could ever happen: the 

human kings of this world raged against and killed the King of Love, Jesus 

Christ.   But as horrible as that was, Peter knew God, the “Sovereign 

Lord” is still in control, and was already turning tragedy into triumph 

through his risen Christ.  The apostles had healed a lame man in the Name 

of Jesus, by the power of the Holy Spirit.  So, if the risen Christ is still at 

work through the Holy Spirit to transform lives and bring justice to this 



world, then thanks be to God!  We, his people can bear witness to this.  

We can declare:  God is on the throne of this world.   Give thanks.  

 

Indeed, because God is the true King and is on the throne of this world, it 

is possible to say and sing with full throated praise, “Now Thank we all 

our God, with hearts and hands and voices.”  It is possible to be joyful 

and thankful this Thanksgiving even more than before. Our thanks is  

not in being able to eat every imaginable thing we like; nor is it because 

we can gather with family or friends around a fire.  As nice as these are, 

our Thanksgiving is deeper than sentimental traditions.  Our thanksgiving 

comes from knowing that there is a True King who judges the world with 

equity; and this King is on throne of the world and of our lives, especially 

when things seem uncertain or fearful for many.  So as we feast this week, 

be thankful for the greatest of all blessings, the gift of God’s son, King 

Jesus.  He alone makes this promise: “Blessed are those who hunger and 

thirst for righteousness for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”  Whenever 

the Church understands and bears witness to this truth, great grace is upon 

us all.  Thanks be to God, Amen.    

 

  
 

  


