
“The Lord needs it”    Psalm 118:1-2; Luke 19:28-40 
 

 If the truth be told, Christianity after Christ was heavily influenced by 

ideas from Greek culture.  Especially ideas about God.  The idea that 

God’s perfection means he had no need of anything whatsoever.   The idea 

that God is so independent and complete, he exists within himself and for 

himself, lacking nothing.  The idea that God is totally changeless because 

change implies development and a Perfect being needs no development. 

This God eternal and outside of our time is unaffected by what happens in 

our world, and his plans for the world don’t depend on us in any way.   

These Greek ideas shaped the view of God as Christianity developed.  

  But if we try to go back to Jesus and the Gospels before all that 

influence, we see that the God revealed in Jesus was quite different from 

this Greek Absolute.   In Jesus we see a passionate God involved with us 

and even looking for our help.   Palm Sunday is an example.  

As Jesus prepares to make an entrance that fits his kingship, he sends 

his disciples into the village to untie a colt which had never before been 

ridden. When asked “Why are you untying the colt?” he instructs them to 

answer directly, “The Lord needs it.”  “The Lord needs it.”  This is not just 

a throw-away phrase.  It’s a window into how God wants to relate with us.   

The Lord needs something or someone.  God needs us.  So, let me point 

out three things which illustrate what God needs from us.  
  

 First, God needs us to bear witness for him in the world.  Jesus 

could have easily been born and died in obscurity and we would never 

have known the better.  It’s a bit like that old question, “If a tree falls in 

the forest and now one is there to witness its fall, does it make a sound?” 

What happened in Jesus was meant to be made known.  He was God’s 

Word made flesh to reveal God’s glory.  So, Jesus assemble his band of 

disciples that they might bear witness to the Truth which set them free.  

And Jesus miracles Jesus performed were signs      that God’s kingdom 

can be found even though it is unlike any kingdom we’ve ever known.  

And the only gate by which one enters, is by the gate of humility.  So, if 



Jesus hadn’t revealed God to his disciples and the crowds, if he hadn’t 

entered into Jerusalem on a colt to shouts of acclaimation from the Psalm, 

the world would never have known this king.  But their acclaim rings 

still. 

24This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in 

it.  22 The stone that the builders rejected has become the chief 

cornerstone. 23This is the Lord’s doing; it is marvelous in our 

eyes.   

Friends, in our world, enamored by power and braggadocio, God needs 

people who will bear witness to what Jesus Christ reveals–and to 

celebrate his humble kingship.  God needs us.  
 

A second thing that God needs is for us to Partner with him in his 

work.  Jesus needed that little colt in order to make a lasting impression of 

humility as he entered Jerusalem.  Think of it: the one who revealed the 

mighty God needed the lowly colt.  In the same way still, God needs us to 

accomplish his mission in the world.  Yes it’s astounding to think the Son 

of God uses lowly means (myself included) to accomplish His purposes. 

But Christ comes to us and says, ‘I need you,” and that’s enough. The 

Creator of the universe needs us to carry live out his loving purpose even 

as the colt carried Christ toward the most loving purpose in human history, 

laying down one’s life for others.  No matter what our station in life, no 

matter how old or limited we might be, we can always partner with God in 

his ministry of love and compassion.  God needs us.   

 

But Third, and finally, God needs us to stand by him in his 

grieving. This may seem surprising to many of us because we’ve always 

been taught that God lacks nothing, that God needs no help or support.  

But Jesus would long for his disciples to stay awake with him as he 

struggled in the Garden of Gethsemane; and God will feel terrible pain as 

his son cries out from the cross, that everyone, even his Father has 

forsaken him.  This tragic sorrow is why God needs us to stand by him in 

his grieving.  This is a deep truth, which was glimpsed in a simple little 



poem written by Dietrich Bonhoeffer from his cell in a Nazi prison.  It 

goes like this: 

 

Men go to God when they are sore bestead, 

Pray to him for succour, for peace, for bread, 

For mercy for them sick, sinning, or dead; 

All men do so, Christian and unbelieving. 

 

Some go to God when He is sore bestead, 

Find him poor and scorned, without shelter or bread, 

Whelmed under weight of the wicked, weak, the dead; 

Christians stand by God in his hour of grieving. 
 

I believe, if we accept this deep truth, that God needs our comfort as 

much as we need God’s, then it would change our understanding of God 

from that of a triumphant almighty judge, to the one that is humbly willing 

to suffer so that love might break through and become the last word in this 

world.  God needs us to stand with him in his hour of grieving, because 

the pain involved in this work of love is almost too much even for God.    

God needs us. God need you and God needs me.  Let us give thanks to the 

God who needs us, to bear witness,  to partner with him, and to stand 

by him. For this God is good, and his steadfast love endures forever.”  

Amen.  

 


