
“This Precious Gospel”  Reformation Sunday 

 

On the church calendar, we call today “Reformation Sunday.”  As a 

Presbyterian church, we trace our history back to the Protestant 

Reformation; and, when we say we are “Reformed,” we also add the 

phrase “and always being reformed.” What that means is that we are 

always open to change—to being reformed, especially in those times when 

we lose sight of what’s most important in our lives and in the Church.   A 

man named Paul Tillich coined the phrase “The Protestant Principle.”  The 

Protestant Principle he said is the need to protest anything that keeps us 

from obeying the first Commandment, to love the Lord our God and to 

have no other God’s before us.  Whatever idolatry it is: whether it’s 

religious pride, or arrogance about one’s nation, or race, or heritage, or 

political party, or social status, anything that gains our uncritical 

allegiance and takes God’s place—from all such things we must 

continually be reformed.  

Now this was certainly true at the time of the Reformation in the 16th 

century, and it will always be true until God’s kingdom comes on earth as 

it is in heaven.  The Church always has to change, it has to rediscover 

itself, it has to find its true and precious treasure again from which it 

draws life.  And what is that precious treasure by which the Church 

reforms? Simply put, it is The Gospel-the Precious Gospel.  By Gospel I 

mean, the revelation of God made known in the sacrificial love of Jesus 

Christ, that we are loved by God, and nothing else in this world can 

secure us but this love of God in Christ Jesus.  Not religious doctrines, 

or traditions or human forms of power or possessions.  Our only true 

treasurer is the Gospel.    

 

Remember the two short parables we heard this morning: one was 

about a treasure hidden in field and how someone would joyfully sell all 

they have to buy that field.  The other was about a merchant finding a 

pearl of great price and being willing to sell everything to buy it.  Jesus 

said that these parables describe life in the kingdom of God. I think if 

there is a morning newspaper on your front porch in that kingdom, it 

would be called “The Good News,” not because the kingdom is made up 



of rainbows, flowers and puppies, but because you can step out into the 

world as it really is and you can know when you do that God’s love is 

going there with you, wherever there is.  And you can know that God’s 

love is what secures you with confidence and strength like nothing else 

can.   And when you wonder, “Does anything I do makes any real 

difference? you remember the good news that whatever you do for God 

lasts forever.  Is this something you would sell everything they have?  The 

precious Gospel that we hear and see in Jesus offers us and the Church this 

life.  Nothing else does.    Trusting in love, trusting in God’s love and 

returning that love with our whole heart, soul, body, mind and strength is 

the change we always need, and deep down it’s the life we truly want.    

Today, we are celebrating Reformation Sunday.  That’s a big deal 

and huge subject.  But on a smaller bite sized scale we are also celebrating 

our fellowship in Christ by sharing a meal together after the service.  We 

are celebrating the work of our Deacons. And we are also celebrating our 

efforts to renovate sections of our church building in which important 

ministries take place.  Several years ago, we began to say let’s change and 

open ourselves up more to the community so that we can share our 

resources here, so that we can support the community, so that we can be 

the Church that lives and shares Good News.  Amazing things are 

happening in this building, like the 4 Elements Studio upstairs. Making 

their work possible, we are enriching the community through the arts.  

That’s Good News.   You might say, like Paul in our text from 2 

Corinthians that we are letting our light shine a little bit more than before.  

As he put it, “. . .we have this treasure in clay jars, so that it may be made 

clear that this extraordinary power belongs to God and does not come 

from us.”   You might say that we and this building are like clay jars 

which hold our true treasure: the light of God’s love.  And, as in the days 

of Christ, these little jars were often used as little lamps to bring light to 

darkened rooms. In that sense, we are trying to let the light that has shone 

in our hearts bring the knowledge of God’s love to others.  

Friends, the Gospel, our most precious treasure.  May we be reformed 

by it, today and always, so that our lives and our Church migh give glory 

to God in the face of Jesus Christ.  Amen.  


