
“The Steadfast Love of the Lord” 

 The Prophet Jeremiah, wrote the Scripture reading we heard today.  

He has been referred to as “the weeping prophet” because he was often 

brought to tears by the fall of Jerusalem in 587 B.C.E.   His people had 

been carried off into captivity and all that was left were the memories of 

Jerusalem’s former glory.   So the Book of Lamentations is largely an 

expression of grief over this historic event and all its sad consequences.   

Jeremiah seemed to realize that expressing his grief on behalf of the nation 

was the prophetic role that God had given him. That would be a hard 

calling to fulfill wouldn’t it?   When I think of Jeremiah it reminds me a 

little of the modern prophet Eli Wiesel who died this year.   Wiesel, as you 

may recall, was a survivor of the death camp at Auschwitz, and for the rest 

of his life he wrote and spoke about the spiritual struggle to work 

through so much pain and grief. To me Eli Wiesel’s face was a window 

into that grief.  It often looked like he was weeping. Even when he 

received the Nobel Peace Prize for his work, he still looked like a weeping 

prophet with things to teach us. 

 Now a strange thing about the book of Lamentations is that Jeremiah 

wrote it in acrostic form, meaning that each verse begins with a different 

letter of the Hebrew alphabet.  This might seem like an odd way to deal 

with raw emotions such as grief.  Why not just let the emotions flow 

however they pour out?   But maybe it’s better this way.  By using this 

alphabetical device, he is able to enumerate the terrible losses to 

Jerusalem and to itemize them in all their sad detail.   The implication for 

us is that, when our losses are great, it is OK to work through the 

alphabet of grief as well.  It’s ok to think and feel deeply about all the 

ways in which we miss someone or sometime of life, and how we long 

to be whole again.  It’s OK because God has created us in such a way that 

grief is our proper emotional response to losing something important to us. 

 Each one of us has probably had some real firsthand experiences of 

grief.  Many of those experiences we’ve shared as a community.  We 

know from experience that grieving can take time.  It’s a process that’s 



unique to each of us depending on our unique loss.  But there’s also a 

pattern that’s common to most grieving which is helpful to know.  The 

pattern involves the hard work of emotional discovery as we learn to 

manage and move through our losses in stages and in ways that make us 

strong again.  All people (and even some other mammals) have to go 

through times of grieving.  Some people are more successful than others in 

coming through the process as emotionally strong and ready to move 

forward.  But people of faith should pause and acknowledge the resource 

we can draw upon to insure we keep making progress through loss.  In 

verse 21 of our reading today we see some special help that we have.  

Jeremiah, through his tears, is able to say, “21 But this I call to mind, and 

therefore I have hope: 22The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, his 

mercies never come to an end; 23they are new every morning; great is 

your faithfulness. 24“The Lord is my portion,” says my soul, “therefore I 

will hope in him.” 25The Lord is good to those who wait for him, to the 

soul that seeks him. 26It is good that one should wait quietly for the 

salvation of the Lord.” 

As deep and difficult as our losses might be, and as much as we must 

name and count their implications for our lives, the counting does come to 

an end.  The alphabet does have a final letter. We reach a stopping place 

and pain is not bottomless.  But what makes that possible.  What gets us to 

that end of grief so that a new beginning of hope can be born?  Jeremiah 

says, it comes when we begin to call to mind the kind of God we know in 

his hearts and from sacred history.  This is the God who gives a reason to 

hope again—the God of steadfast love and faithfulness, whose mercy is 

new every morning.  This kind of God brings salvation to those who wait 

– a salvation that brings substantial healing, especially for the emotional 

wounds that loss leaves us with.   When we wait upon the salvation that 

our God brings, we are not forgetting or “getting over” our losses, but we 

are giving ourselves permission to open ourselves up to a new world that 

God is trying to give us.   

  


