
 “Too Proud for Forgiveness”  Luke  

 

 The book of Isaiah chapter 42 verse seven declares "how blessed are 

the feet of those who bring good news" from God.  In today’s passage 

we find a woman anointing the feet of Jesus with extravagant perfume 

mixed with her tears.  Why? Because the feet of this prophet had brought 

the Good News she needed most: the news that she, though a known 

sinner by the community, was forgiven by God’s amazing grace.  This was 

revolutionary!  

When we fail to be the people that God calls us to be, when we do 

things we should not, there is nothing more liberating than true 

forgiveness, acceptance and love.   Jesus proclaimed an extravagant grace 

of unconditional forgiveness that was refreshing to sinners, and it evoked a 

similarly extravagant response—like pouring expensive perfume upon his 

feet for bringing them such Good News.  

But her deed of extravagant love took place in the home of Simon the 

Pharisee, and he felt quite different about it.   “If this man were a prophet,” 

[he said] “he would have known who and what kind of woman this is who 

is touching him—that she is a sinner.”   So what’s Simon’s problem?   

Why isn’t he happy to see a known sinner so overwhelmingly thankful for 

God’s forgiveness?  How do we understand Simon’s response? It’s too 

easy to just write him off as "a Pharisee,” kind of the way we do when we 

say someone is Puritanical.  Yes, in time the name Pharisee came to 

synonymous the those who wanted Jesus killed, but they were in fact 

greatly admired for their religious commitment and desire to live 

righteously. As someone said, “We would miss the spirit of our story if we 

try to show that the righteous ones are not truly righteous.”  They are 

trying to be good people, not sinners like this woman!  And yet Simon and 

his friends have a problem.  Wanting to show their love for God more,  

they in fact love God less.  It’s a kind of paradox of sorts which Jesus 

brings out in his little parable. “A certain creditor had two debtors; one 

owed five hundred denarii, and the other fifty. 42When they could not pay, 

he canceled the debts for both of them. Now which of them will love him 

more?” 43Simon answered, “I suppose the one for whom he canceled the 

greater debt.” So yes, Simon glimpses something of the spiritual logic of 



love and forgiveness that operates in the kingdom of God. But for some 

reason he’s spiritually unable to see how it applies to himself.  Why is 

that? 

The most likely reason why Simon cannot rejoice with Jesus and 

this woman is his pride - the deeply seated love of self that’s unwilling 

to be loved unconditionally.  Because of his efforts to live a worthy life 

before God he thinks he should be loved.  Rather than unconditional love, 

he thinks there is some “condition” in him that warrants forgiveness.  God 

will forgive him because of this or that quality he has, or because of some 

sacrifices he makes, or because of some deeds he has done.  He is proud of 

his righteousness, and it makes him feel better than others, able to judge 

others.  But here is the catch: this righteous pride makes him unable to 

know real forgiveness. And in turn it makes him unable feel and express 

grateful love.  By her love, the woman [like the debtor who owed 500 

denarii] shows that much has been forgiven her.  But by his lack of love, 

Simon, [like the debtor who owed 50 denarii] shows how little [he thinks] 

needs to be forgiven him.  So beware of this:  A person who doesn’t think 

they need much forgiveness will not experience much forgiveness, and 

that is because the joy of being forgiven involves not just the grace of 

God, but also a humble heart that is gladdened by divine mercy.  

Forgiveness is unconditional or it is not experiences as forgiveness at all.  

Forgiveness is given in spite of our sins, not because of our righteousness.   

But finally, let’s not fall into the trap of abstraction with worn out 

words like “righteousness.”  What are the ways that we might think we are 

better (or more righteous) than others?  Is it our behaviors, what we do or 

don’t do?  Is it our politics?  Who we fight for or against?  Is it our class, 

or status? Who we know and associate with?  Is it our culture or ethnicity? 

Who we come from or don’t come from?   The ways in which we judge 

others and affirm ourselves never seem to end.  But where does it get us in 

the end?  In the end it leaves us joylessly, unforgiven and knowing nothing 

of extravagant love.  In the end it leaves us stuck in our self centered 

world wondering why in any world people who don’t deserve grace can 

laugh and shed tears of joy as if they’ve been forgiven, loved and 

accepted.   For people like Simon the need for real forgiveness is just a 



bridge too far.  And unfortunately people like Simon eventually became so 

enraged by the grace Jesus proclaimed, that, along with other “righteous 

ones,” and in collusion with the earthly powers at that time, did violently 

seek to destroy this prophet, blasphemous enough to forgive the worst of 

sinners.   And yet, since God’s love cannot be defeated, the cross stands 

before us – both a symbol of what becomes of human pride can produce, 

and also a declaration that God’s forgives is truly unconditional.  “Forgive 

Abba, for they know not what they do.”   

Rejoice with me this day that we are love and forgiven and therefore 

free to love in return, extravagantly.   Amen.  
 


