
 “Until Now”  John 2:1-11; 1 Cor. 12:4-11 
 

I’m afraid I didn’t even play the lottery this week, so unfortunately I 

wasn’t in the running for the 1.5 billion dollar prize money.  However, if 

you want to talk big numbers, I did read yesterday that "There is estimated 

to be in our galaxy alone, not 1.5 billion, but a trillion planets. And we can 

see 100 billion galaxies beyond our own." How about that for numbers! 

Can you imagine it? Actually it’s just too astounding to even begin getting 

my head around the vastness and mystery of this universe.  So, when you 

realize this, it makes it all the more amazing and humbling to think that 

the God of the universe cares about us and wants to help make our lives 

not just good, but joyful.  And that’s what our two bible passages today 

are telling us. 

I also read yesterday, that scientists found the remains of a mammoth 

in northern Siberia which is over 40,000 years old. But the amazing thing 

is that the animal shows signs of having been hunted by humans, which 

means that humans existed in that northern portion of the earth even 

longer than previously known.   Now I suppose these early humans could 

have had a sense of awe about God, and perhaps even of the goodness of 

life in some ways, (though how good could life be if you had to hunt 

wooly mammoths in northern Siberia!), but it would take tens of 

thousands of years until “the fullness of time” when God would send his 

son into the world, not only to reveal his love for us so clearly, but to show 

us what our lives can become when we allow God’s Spirit to be in them.  

So when Jesus’s mission to reveal this to us began, he probably 

didn’t realize it would start at a wedding feast at Cana, where he would 

turn 300 gallons of water into very good quality wine -- there in midst of a 

little village near his home full of family and friends with a Mid-Eastern 

sized crisis on their hands. What an embarrassment it would have been for 

the newlywed couple and their families if they had run out of the most 

basic symbol of joy and feasting, the wine.  In that culture it would have 

seemed like an omen that this marriage would not know abundance and 

blessing.   I know, to us this may not make a lot of sense, because we live 

in a time when we can, by choice, rise above cultural attitudes.  But 

remember, God meets people where they in their cultures, and seeks to 



make their lives better.  So Jesus came to a wedding on the verge of 

turning from joy to shame.   But what makes the story so beautiful is the 

way Jesus transforms the situation, and the way it reveals the glory of 

God’s deep deep love for these humble peasants in a little village, on a 

planet called earth over 2000 years ago.    

Jesus tells the servants to take the water from the stone water pots 

which were used every day by families to perform their ritual washing 

according the Jewish law.  The Law had been a beautiful gift that God 

gave to Israel so that they could walk in God’s paths and could express 

their reverence and thanks to God.  But like so many religious practices, it 

had come to be, through human use, confused for the thing itself--the 

relationship of our spirits with God’s living Spirit, and the joy of life that 

results from a real relationship with God.  So then, how appropriate was it 

that Jesus would take the water for ritual cleansing according to the Law, 

fill the wine jars with “up to the brim” and then turn it, not just into some 

cheap table wine to serve after people have already been drinking a while, 

but into really good wine that you sip and savor, and say as you do, “Ah 

yes, life is good.”   That wine became at that moment not just a party saver 

but a way for his disciple to realize that this man Jesus and the Good News 

of God’s coming kingdom which he is preaching, can turn our ordinary 

lives and religious routines into a feast without end.  This Jesus brings the 

greatest wedding present ever given, to this couple, and ultimately to his 

own bride the Church, he brings the gift of the Spirit of God who makes 

all things new and fills life with joy.   Later, the apostle Paul in the 

passage from 1 Corinthians chapter 12 would tell us something similar, 

saying, “To each person in the church is given the manifestation of the 

Spirt for the common good.”  And so the Church is a place where a 

community of people can begin to allow the Spirit of God to live through 

us in ways not previously known to humankind and hardly imaginable 

before.   

Jesus began by transforming a wedding into a kind of parable for 

ages to come: that parable teaches that life can be a feast when his Spirit is 

present with us and in us.  In fact, at the end of his work, when he was 

ready to depart, Jesus said, “You have already been cleansed by the word 



that I have spoken to you. 4Abide in me as I abide in you. I am the vine, 

you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much 

fruit.  And when the Spirit comes, whom I will send to you from the 

Father, he will testify on my behalf, he will guide you into all the truth, 

and will declare to you the things that are to come. 

And what is to come?  For you? For us? For this world?  Faith sees 

that behind this vast universe, and across the ages, the glory of God’s love 

shall be revealed, and our humble little lives shall become manifestation of 

God’s Spirit, and oh what joy that is to know, a feast, now and without 

end. Amen.  

   


