
 “Where Stories Intersect”  Acts 16:9-15 

Last week we said that some religions seem to be built upon a kind of 

“Master story.”  For Christianity that story begins with Creation, then 

moves through the history of human sin and redemption, and culminates in 

the new Jerusalem descending from heaven to earth, making all things one 

and whole.  This is our Great Story.   But over the thousands of years that 

this story has been playing out, there have lived billions of people like you 

or me, each of whom have our own unfolding story.   Sometimes we pause 

in our daily affairs and wonder about our story—we wonder whether, 

somehow, they connect with the larger story that is at work behind it all.  

Do the events of my life intersect with the movement of God’s Spirit and 

the drama of salvation?  Do the things that happen in my life, or the 

choices that I make each day contribute to the ongoing Story or move it 

further toward the goal for which it’s intended?    These kinds of questions 

were lively ones in the early days of the Church. We see it in the New 

Testament Book of Acts, sometimes referred to as the Acts of the Holy 

Spirit.  God’s Spirit, like a mighty rushing wind, was pushing God’s 

narrative forward through the unfolding stories of people like Paul and 

Silas, Timothy and others.  Imagine if, coming into church today, you 

were to come across an electrical wire cut in half and laying on the 

sidewalk? You might wonder “Should I pick it up?”  Of course that would 

depend on whether the wire is “live” or “dead.”  Well leaders in the early 

Church knew that power was flowing through the events taking place in 

their lives.  Why?  Because the Master Story of the living God was 

intersecting with their own stories.  There was a spiritual electricity 

flowing, and they were conduits of it.  

Now a lot has changed since those days. Most of us don’t have 

visions or dreams that lead us to get up and set off to another country with 

confidence that God has just given us marching orders.  But that doesn’t 

mean that God’s Master story has gone into intermission or that the events 

of our lives are irrelevant to God’s Greater Story.  I think the reason we 

have Biblical stories like this one about Paul’s vision and calling to come 

and preach the Gospel in Macedonia, is not so we can try to mimic the 

story in the ways it was understood or experienced in the primitive 



Church.  Rather, we should read these stories and ask, “How can they help 

us see that our lives and God’s purpose intersect?  To answer that, I want 

to suggest two simple elements that are present when our stories and 

God’s story intersect.  The elements are: need and openness –need and 

openness.  

In the vision Paul had in his dream there was, “a man of Macedonia 

pleading with him and saying, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.”  

We don’t know any details about this man, but it’s clear that the need he 

expresses is urgent.  He is literally begging to have the Gospel story 

brought to his country.  Their need for the message that transforms 

human lives, that brings hope and commitment to justice and freedom, 

was a critical need there and then.  So our question should be: “Where is 

the need for Good News that transforms lives here and now?”  Is there any 

doubt that such needs still exists?   The “calling” of this man from 

Macedonia is still heard in the city streets of Utica or the city of Alepo in 

country of Syria.  The begging is still heard from the those who are bereft 

at the loss of a loved one.   The call is heard in the lonely individual who 

has a telephone that only rings when tele marketers call.  The needs areall 

around, and the Gospel we have to share has something to help each one 

of them.  The call of need is still coming.  Are we listening?   

This bring us to the second element in the account from Acts:  

Openness.  Paul was open to see and hear the need, and it was that 

openness of mind and heart that led him to spring into action.  He didn’t 

hesitate or investigate.  He got moving, trusting God to do the rest.  When 

he got to Macedonia he wasn’t sure what to do, so he hung around the city 

of Philippi awhile. Then, on the Sabbath, he decided to go outside the city 

by a river were they “supposed there was a place of prayer.”  Sure enough 

this was the place, this was the time when the intersection between Paul’s 

personal story and God’s Great Story intersected.  There he met Lydia, a 

God fearing business woman who sold purple cloth; and “The Lord 

opened her heart to listen eagerly to what was said by Paul.” In fact, this 

woman probably is responsible for founding the church in Phillipi. But the 

important point for us is how Paul’s openness to human need and Lydias 



open heart to God intersected with God’s purpose to bless all of 

Macedonia.   

So, in response to this:  when we pause and wonder about our lives 

with all their twists and turns, and their chapters and seasons so far, and 

when we begin each new day, let us ask:  who is calling to me in need, and 

how do I keep my heart open, not only hear them, but to bring them the 

Good News of the Gospel?   Just as Paul answered his call, we too answer 

ours.  Where human need and open hearts come together, there the 

story of our lives intersect, with each other’s, and with God’s Great 

Story.  And for this we eternally grateful.  Amen.   
 

        


