
  “Wisdom’s Call”  Proverbs 8 

I ‘d like to begin today with a quote from someone who lived in the 

late 19th century named Elbert Hubbard.  “Every man is a damn fool for 

at least five minutes every day; wisdom consists in not exceeding the 

limit.” There you go.  I could say “Amen” and we could be on our way, 

but this is actually a serious subject and our Scripture has more to offer on 

hearing the call of wisdom.     

So what is wisdom?   I think wisdom is best described as a life lived 

or a world run in the way that God intends. Let me repeat that: wisdom 

is a life lived or a world run in the way that God intends.  Remember how 

we read in Proverbs chapter 8 this morning that Wisdom was brought forth 

by God at the very beginning of Creation.  The famous passage at the 

beginning of Genesis describes how God created all thing and then rested 

on the seventh day.  Well here in Proverbs 8 we learn something more and 

deeper still:  that even before creation began, Wisdom was beside God, 

like a master worker, and she was daily his delight. Yes, that’s right I did 

say “she” because apparently the word for wisdom in Hebrew is the 

feminine gender, which some interpreters have found to be significant.  So 

then, Wisdom is not just an abstract idea, but is given a person-like 

identity as someone who “rejoiced” with God at creation, and particularly 

“delighted” in the creation of the human race. This is very interesting, but 

what is really significant is deeply Wisdom runs, back before anything 

was created, and how Wisdom was a “master worker” creating order in all 

things.  This implies that the world and human beings were made 

according to a wise design.  God, through Wisdom, has designed things 

to work in a certain way to bring about joy and goodness and delight.  

Like the Shaker hymn that says, “Till by turning, turning we come 'round 

right.” Friends there is a right way to live, a wise way. When we ignore 

that, the bible calls us “foolish” and warns of the consequences of 

forsaking wisdom.  Do we want to know this way of Wisdom?  To know 



how to turn through life’s changes and challenges so we come down just 

right.  To know joy and happiness that wisdom brings?  

To do so, we must seek wisdom where she can be found.  And when 

you read through the entire book of Proverbs you realize that wisdom is 

found in many places:  the ten commandments are clearly part of the deep 

wisdom that God has shared. And throughout Proverbs there are many 

moral and ethical values imparted that are the building blocks on which 

wisdom builds her house.   Things like generosity instead of greed, justice 

and equity instead of deception or deceit, compassionate treatment of the 

poor, loyalty and faithfulness in relationships and in promising keeping, 

the nobleness of hard work, the importance of respect for others instead of 

gossip and slander, the path to greatness through humility and 

nonviolence.  These and many other forms of instruction are the gifts of 

wisdom given so our lives can be lived and our world run in the way 

that God intends.  If we choose to live in harmony with wisdom we will 

experience what the Psalmist knew when he said, “Taste and see that the 

Lord is Good.”   

But of course, it’s not always that easy.  We rush ahead and make our 

decisions by our own wisdom and seldom consult God’s.   Sometimes we 

flat out reject what we know to be wise.   Especially when our lives get 

confusing or we become afraid, or hurt or angry, or jealous, we think, and 

speak and act in foolish ways, and then things get worse.   So that is why 

today, I am glad about what we read in the first 4 verses of our passage. 

Look, Wisdom isn’t waiting for us to check her out like we would a book 

from the library.  She is actively pursuing us and calling us.   And look at 

the places in our lives where she cries out: “on the heights,” “beside the 

way,” “at the crossroads,” “beside the gates in front of the town,” and “at 

the entrance of the portals” of the city.  In all these places Wisdom makes 

a special appearance crying out to us.  But what are these places?  If you 

think about it, they are all places of great significance where we make 

important choices on how we are going to think and feel and act and 



live.  “On the heights” are the lofty experiences of life where vision and 

courage and power is offered for our journey below. “Beside the way” are 

those resting moments of retreat, introspection and prayer where we gain 

clarity and strength and healing from the arduous journey.  “At the 

crossroads” are those critical times of decision where wisdom takes a 

stand with us.  She counsels us to not to follow the temptation of the broad 

way that leads to destruction, and instead to walk the narrow path that 

leads to life. “Beside the gates in front of the town” is where all binding 

agreements were contracted in the ancient world. And wisdom is there to 

remind us to have integrity—to be committed to value commitments. And 

finally, “at the entrance of the portals” is a reference to those small entry 

points in walled ancient cities through which we can, by wisdom, find 

sanctuary from the things that threaten us.    

So, what amazes me about all these references is how they describe 

the places where we need wisdom so much. In those very places, there she 

is, full of grace and truth, not just waiting to be found, but calling to us in 

our need.  

Do any of these places describe your experience?  Do any of us, in 

the turnings of our life, need wisdom? Need to understand how to live so 

that God’s commands and values are truly ordering who we are?  Do we 

need more of the balance and harmony and peace of this loving God’s 

design and intent for us?  According to scripture, it is actually in this 

gracious God that we “live, and move and have our being”.  So, if that’s 

true, then why not live like it.  Why not with Wisdom dance before God 

and share in the delight that God and Wisdom find in us? May it be so 

according to God’s wise counsel.  Amen.  

 


