
 “Worthy of a Place”  Luke 20:27-38 

 You know, rather than get trapped in a debate between the Pharisees 

and the Sadducees over the question of resurrection, Jesus answers their 

question in a deeper way than they ever imagined.  How?  Jesus gets to the 

underlying anxiety about life itself: does it continue beyond this life?  He 

realizes his questioners are divided over many things, and their division 

grows out of their wondering: what happens to those who they have loved 

who have left this life?  Jesus always invites us to look deeper at things, 

especially at things that cause us to fight.  Don’t you wish Jesus was here 

today so he could speak to our nation which seems so full of anxiety and 

so divided?  Don’t you wish he could help us go deeper and identify our 

real fears and concerns, so that he might help us find the answers offered 

in his Gospel?  Let’s try listen for just such a word.   

 What does Jesus say?   In answering the Pharisees and the Sadducees 

Jesus says that neither of them are right about life after death, because they 

fail to realize how different life is in the resurrection.  People don’t marry 

and have children in the next life.  Instead we are “children of God.” And 

people cannot die anymore because they are “like angels,” not mortal 

beings as in this life.  Those who have died and gone before us are alive in 

a different way now.  It’s a beautiful kind of life that is full of light.  We 

can’t really grasp how beautiful, but words like “glory” give us a hint.  

And I’m sure that what glory means there is far more fulfilling than the 

most worshipful experience we might have here below.  

 What Jesus says sounds intriguing, and inviting.  But how does that 

picture of resurrection help us here and now?  How might it speak to our 

fears and divisions like it could to the arguing Pharisees and Saducees?  

 Well this past week many churches have celebrated “All saints Day” 

or “All Souls Day.”  On Tuesday morning, even at 7:00 a.m., the parking 

lot at the church across from my house was full for early morning Mass!   

These are days that we remind ourselves that those who have gone before 

us are indeed alive and with God, for in God’s eyes there is no question of 



the dead verses the living.  To God all of them, going back through all the 

generations of our families, are alive.  And in addition to this belief, we 

affirm something else that can be precious to us in this life: We affirm that 

we are still connected with those who have gone before us. The belief is 

called “Santorum Communio” or “The Communion of the Saints” and it 

expresses the assurance we have through God’s Spirit within that the 

Church on earth and the Church in heaven share in a very real form of 

communion together.  Through Christ, our risen Lord, a new world has 

been created, in which a whole other reality of connection is possible. It’s 

a spiritual reality that’s more than the space and time world that we are 

used to in which people live and love and then are gone.  This new 

creation in Christ is one defined by the relationships we share, so that the 

presence and comfort we find in each other is not lost but is sustained 

among the those in this life and those who have entered the resurrection. 

And those of us who remain, are capable, by God’s grace of knowing and 

experiences this truth.  Oh of course, on this side of things we do feel the 

distinction more between ourselves and them more, and it’s hard for us to 

see with mortal eyes, the much larger world that’s there but has so much 

mystery about it.  Nevertheless, we can feel it in our hearts when we hear 

Jesus speak of it and when we focus on the spirit of love we shared, or 

wished we had shared, with those now part of that great life with God.  

Consider, if you will, how this playful poem by Billy Collins can help us 

imagine our connection them—a communion which so often goes 

unnoticed.  It called “The Dead.”   

Read 

They wait, like parents, “For us to close our eyes.”  They wait for us to 

join them someday in this larger and more beautiful life called 

Resurrection, where we no longer live by our fears, anxious and divided 

among ourselves, but where we share instead that deep peace that is 

captured in the serene face of a child asleep in the crib of God embrace.  



That’s what our loved ones know as children of God, even as they look 

upon us as spiritual parents who have finished their journey here below.   

 Perhaps as we share communion today we can remind ourselves of 

our communion with loved one’s gone to God.  And perhaps might help us 

leave here today a little less anxious, or angry, or divided, and able to help 

our neighbors focus on the deeper questions of our hearts and lives -- the 

questions that God alone answers in the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.  

Amen. 

 


